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This book is an unprecedented effort to compare representations and
practices of social distinction worldwide and over the centuries. It is
based on years of observation in many countries and on the
consultation of more than 2 500 multi-disciplinary publications dealing
directly or indirectly with this theme. In two previous theoretical
volumes on the topic (The Sociology of Elite Distinction and Rethinking
Social Distinction) welcomed as major breakthroughs, Jean-Pascal
Daloz has established himself as the foremost scholar of symbolic
social superiority from a comparative perspective. After having
rigorously shown the limits of the main analytical frameworks available
and outlined a much more inductive approach, his new empirical book
continues this intellectual journey. Taking into consideration all sorts of
cases and patterns of meaning, it offers an impressive synthesis
demonstrating how diverse the expressions of high status can be. This
comparative work is intended to be a crucial reference point and an
important source of inspiration for researchers and students across
many fields. Jean-Pascal Daloz is a CNRS Research Professor at the
University of Strasbourg and Faculty Fellow at the Yale Center for
Cultural Sociology. He previously held positions in several universities,
including that of Oxford. From 2008–2018, he chaired the International
Sociological Association’s Research Committee on Comparative
Sociology. He has published 16 books so far.
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