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“Geraldine Vaughan has successfully rescued some significant historical
actors, quoting E.P. Thompson, from the ‘enormous condescension of
history’.” – Hilary M. Carey, University of Bristol, UK “This new study of
anti-Catholicism represents a distinct contribution to understanding
this aspect of religious and imperial history.” – Sir Thomas M. Devine,
University of Edinburgh, UK Recent debates about the definition of
national identities in Britain, along with discussions on the
secularisation of Western societies, have brought to light the
importance of a historical approach to the notion of Britishness and
religion. This book explores anti-Catholicism in Britain and its
Dominions, and forms part of a notable revival over the last decade in
the critical historical analysis of anti-Catholicism. It employs
transnational and comparative historical approaches throughout,
thanks to the exploration of relevant original sources both in the United
Kingdomand in Australia and Canada, several of them untapped by
other scholars. It applies a 'four nations' approach to British history,
thus avoiding an Anglocentric viewpoint. Geraldine Vaughan is Senior
Lecturer in Modern British History at the University of Rouen, France.
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