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In 1870 Rome was conquered without military resistance by the young
Italian State, causing the Pope to react by organizing “the Catholic
opposition” to the State (which lasted until 1929); it was modified in
1919 when Don Luigi Sturzo founded the “Italian Popular Party”, which
was independent from the Church and immediately antifascist. The
Pope exiled Don Sturzo, and the Catholic world split into the anti-
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fascist Popular Party and a prevailing party of clerical-fascist leaning.
With the rise of the fascist dictatorship in 1926 the popular experience
came to an end. In the fight for liberation, De Gasperi stands out as a
figure who would lead, together with the Christian Democracy, the birth
of the new republican democracy.
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The Pacific Ocean covers one-third of the earth's surface and
encompasses many thousands of islands that are home to numerous



human societies and cultures. Among these indigenous Oceanic
cultures are the intrepid Polynesian double-hulled canoe navigators,
the atoll dwellers of Micronesia, the statue carvers of remote Easter
Island, and the famed traders of Melanesia. Decades of archaeological
excavations-combined with allied research in historical linguistics,
biological anthropology, and comparative ethnography-have revealed
much new information about the long-term history of these societies
and cultures. On the Road of the Winds synthesizes the grand sweep of
human history in the Pacific Islands, beginning with the movement of
early people out from Asia more than 40,000 years ago and tracing the
development of myriad indigenous cultures up to the time of European
contact in the sixteenth to eighteenth centuries. This updated edition,
enhanced with many new illustrations and an extensive bibliography,
synthesizes the latest archaeological, linguistic, and biological
discoveries that reveal the vastness of ancient history in the Pacific
Islands.



