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Front Cover; Buddhist Thought; Copyright Page; Contents; Preface;
Acknowledgements; 1. The doctrinal position of the Buddha in context;
2. Mainstream Buddhism: the basic thought of the Buddha; 3. The
nature and origins of Mahayana Buddhism; 4. Some schools of
mainstream Buddhist thought; 5. Mahayana philosophy; 6. The Buddha
in Mahayana Buddhism; 7. Mantranaya/vajrayana - tantric Buddhism in
India; Further reading and websites; Some exam and study questions;
Sanskrit and Pali pronunciation guide; Glossary of Buddhist terms; Map
of some important sites in Buddhist India; Notes

Bibliography of works citedindex

This book serves as an accessible and reliable survey for students
wishing to gain familiarity with the basic ideas of Buddhist
philosophical and religious thought, and with some of the recent
research in the field. It guides readers towards a richer understanding
of the central concepts of classical Indian Buddhist thought, from the
time of Buddha to the latest scholarly perspectives and controversies.
Abstract and complex ideas are made understandable by the authors'
clear and engaging style. The second edition has been fully revised in
light of new scholarship, in particular on Mah?y?na
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« Dans I'évolution la plus récente, les frontieres entre les genres
artistigues fluent les unes dans les autres, ou plus précisément : leurs
lignes de démarcation s’effrangent. » Dans la lignée de cette réflexion
d’Adorno, la notion de correspondance des arts et la notion de
correspondance entre la littérature et les arts, héritiéres du romantisme
allemand, gagnent a étre explorées par la littérature comparée de fagon
neuve. Il revient a la littérature comparée, placée sous le signe de I
interdisciplinarité et du décloisonnement, d'étre un précipité de
guestions pour une nouvelle poétique des arts. Les interrogations
soumises au travail collectif sont nombreuses : Quelle est 'origine de I
intensification croissante de la correspondance entre la littérature et les
arts ? En quoi la correspondance des arts pose-t-elle la question des
limites du langage et engage-t-elle une redéfinition de la l€gitimité et
de la fonction de la littérature et des arts ? Comment un art, un artiste
ou une ceuvre artistique sont-ils pris en charge par la littérature de
plusieurs pays qui se ressourcent a leur contact ? Le but de la
correspondance des arts est-il seulement esthétique ou aussi éthique ?
Ce volume se compose de quatre sections qui mettent en
correspondance la littérature comparée avec les différents domaines
artistigues : la musique, pour la premiére partie ; les arts visuels pour
la deuxiéme et la troisieme partie (peinture, sculpture, puis danse,
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photographie et cinéma) ; et enfin, pour la quatriéme partie, ce que I'on
peut appeler, a la suite des romantiques allemands, « la ronde des arts
»,
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Originally published in German as: Das Rilke-Alphabet. Frankfurt am
Main : Suhrkamp, 2006.

Includes bibliographical references and index.

Front matter -- Contents -- List of Abbreviations -- Preface: “The
Whole Dictation of Existence” -- Acknowledgments -- A for Ashanti --
B for Buddha -- C for Circle -- D for Destiny Disrupted -- E for Entrails
-- F for Frogs -- G for God -- H for Hair -- | for Inca -- J for Jew Boy

-- K for Kafka and King Lear -- L for Larean -- M for Mussolini -- N for
Nature -- O for O -- P for Proletarian -- Q for Quatsch -- R for Rose --
S for Stampa -- T for Tower -- U for Un- -- V for Vagabond, or Being
Outside -- W for Worm -- X for Xaver -- Y for Y -- Z for Zero -- Notes
-- Works Cited -- Index

The enduring power of Rainer Maria Rilke’s poetry rests with his claim
that all we need for a better life on earth is already given to us, in the
here and now. In twenty-six engaging and accessible essays, Ulrich
Baer’s The Rilke Alphabet examines this promise by one of the greatest



poets in any tradition that even the smallest overlooked word may
unlock life’'s mysteries to us. Fueled by an unebbing passion and
indeed love for Rilke’s poetry, Baer examines twenty-six words that are
not only unexpected but also problematic, controversial, and even
scandalous in Rilke’s work. In twenty-six mesmerizing essays that
eschew jargon and Teutonic learnedness for the pleasures and risks of
unflinchingly engaging with a great artist’'s genius, Baer sheds new
light on Rilke’s politics, his creative process, and his deepest and
enduring thoughts about life, art, politics, sexuality, love, and death.
The Rilke Alphabet shows how Rilke’s work provides an uncannily apt
guide to life even in our vexingly postmodern condition. Whether it is a
love letter to frogs, a problematic brief infatuation with Mussolini, a
sustained reflection on the Buddha, the evasion of the influence of
powerful precursors, or the unambiguous assertion that freedom must
be lived in order to be known, Rilke’s writings pull us deeply into life.
Baer’s decades-long engagement with Rilke as a scholar, translator,
and editor of Rilke’s writings allows him to reveal unique aspects of
Rilke’s work. The Rilke Alphabet will surprise and delight Rilke fans,
intrigue newcomers to his work, and deepen every reader’s sense of the
power of poetry to penetrate the mysteries and confusions of our
world.
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