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Sergei Kovalyov is a central figure in the struggle for human rights in
Russia. He was a leading Soviet biology academic and, in the 1970s
after becoming active in dissident circles, was arrested by the KGB,
tried, imprisoned and subjected to internal exile. After his release, he
continued to work for human rights, eventually becoming chairman of
the Soviet Human Rights Committee and chairman of the Presidential
Human Rights Commission, in which positions he was extremely
influential in framing human rights provisions in post-Communist
Russia. He subsequently took President Yeltsin to task for
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The vast majority of the world's working women, particularly those
from low-income households in developing countries, are located in
the informal economy in activities that are casual, poorly paid, irregular
and outside the remit of formal social security and protective
legislation. This book examines the constraints and barriers which
continue to confine women to these forms of work and what this
implies for their ability to provide for themselves and their families and
to cope with insecurity. It develops a framework of analysis that
integrates gender, life course and livel


