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The National Rifle Association is one of the most powerful interest
groups in America, and has consistently managed to defeat or weaken
proposed gun regulations - even despite widespread public support for
stricter laws and the prevalence of mass shootings and gun-related
deaths. 'Firepower' provides an unprecedented look at how this
controversial organization built its political power and deploys it on
behalf of its pro-gun agenda. Taking readers from the 1930s to the

age of Donald Trump, Matthew Lacombe traces how the NRA's immense

influence on national politics arises from its ability to shape the
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political outlooks and actions of its followers. He draws on nearly a
century of archival records and surveys to show how the organization
has fashioned a distinct worldview around gun ownership and used it
to mobilize its supporters.
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The advancement in manufacturing technology and scientific research
has improved the development of enhanced composite materials with
tailored properties depending on their design requirements in many
engineering fields, as well as in thermal and energy management. Some
representative examples of advanced materials in many smart
applications and complex structures rely on laminated composites,
functionally graded materials (FGMs), and carbon-based constituents,
primarily carbon nanotubes (CNTSs), and graphene sheets or
nanoplatelets, because of their remarkable mechanical properties,
electrical conductivity and high permeability. For such materials,
experimental tests usually require a large economical effort because of
the complex nature of each constituent, together with many
environmental, geometrical and or mechanical uncertainties of non-
conventional specimens. At the same time, the theoretical and/or
computational approaches represent a valid alternative for designing
complex manufacts with more flexibility. In such a context, the
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development of advanced theoretical and computational models for
composite materials and structures is a subject of active research, as
explored here for a large variety of structural members, involving the
static, dynamic, buckling, and damage/fracturing problems at different
scales.
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