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The assassin and her revenge: a tale of moral heroism and female self-
fashioning in an age of mass communication -- Media sensation:
public justice and the sympathy of an urban audience -- Highbrow
ambivalence: fear of the masses and feminized sentiment -- The trial:
courtroom spectacle and ethical sentiment in the rule of law -- A state
pardon: sanctioned violence under Nationalist rule -- Beyond the
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In 1935, a Chinese woman by the name of Shi Jianqiao murdered the
notorious warlord Sun Chuanfang as he prayed in a Buddhist temple.
This riveting work of history examines this well-publicized crime and
the highly sensationalized trial of the killer. In a fascinating
investigation of the media, political, and judicial records surrounding
this cause célèbre, Eugenia Lean shows how Shi Jianqiao planned not
only to avenge the death of her father, but also to attract media
attention and galvanize public support. Lean traces the rise of a new
sentiment-"public sympathy"-in early twentieth-century China, a
sentiment that ultimately served to exonerate the assassin. The book
sheds new light on the political significance of emotions, the powerful
influence of sensational media, modern law in China, and the gendered
nature of modernity.
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