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When the concept of eugenics -- the practice of selecting for desirable
traits in the larger population by encouraging gifted and/or attractive
people to breed -- began to take hold in the early twentieth century,
British thinker and writer G.K. Chesterton took a stance contrary to that
of many intellectuals of the period and denounced it as evil in this bold,
engaging series of essays.
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Today, political claims are increasingly made on the basis of
experienced trauma and inherent vulnerability, as evidenced in the
growing number of people who identify as a ""survivor"" of one thing or
another, and also in the way in which much political discourse and
social policy assumes the vulnerability of the population. This book
discusses these developments in relation to the changing focus of
social movements, from concerns with economic redistribution,
towards campaigns for cultural recognition. As a result of this, the
experience of trauma and psychological vulnerability has become
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