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Until recently, most linguistic theories as well as theories of cognition
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have avoided use of the notion of continuity. At the moment, however,
several linguistic trends, sharing a preoccupation with semantico-
cognitive problems (e.g. cognitive grammars, 'psychomechanics',
'enunciative theories'), are trying to go beyond the constraints imposed
by discrete approaches. At the same time, mathematical (e.g.
differential geometry and dynamical systems) and computer science
tools (e.g. connectionism) have been proposed that can be used for
modelling of continuous linguistic phenomena.In this volume
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