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Are the dialects of England disappearing in the wake of globalisation
and 'Estuary English', or are geographical differences as strong as ever?
Joan Beal looks at recent research into regional variation in England,
discusses the evidence for 'dialect levelling' and argues that, despite
this, features of dialect are still clear markers of regional and local
identity. Chapters outlining the main regional differences in accent,
dialect grammar and dialect vocabulary are followed by discussions of
research into geographical diffusion, levelling, issues of identity and
stereotypes. Each chapter is
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