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This book discusses the following questions: Why are some conflicts so
enduring and why is conflict resolution so hard? The author begins by
introducing two conflicting perspectives, Skeptics and Believers, to
highlight the lack of consensus on conflict resolution. The book further
examines the literature on the sources of violent conflict, including
ethnic, economic, environmental, and religious sources, and
investigates the claim that an absence of knowledge, power, or political
will are at the center of conflict resolution failures. By focusing on the
problem of state formation, the author demonstrates the ways in which
the nature of the state contributes to violent conflict. In the end,

conflict resolution fails because individuals, groups, and external
powers choose war and often prefer it over peaceful alternatives. lan S.
Spears is Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of
Guelph, Canada, and Senior Research Associate at the University of
Johannesburg, South Africa. He is the author of Civil Wars in African
States: The Search for Security, and co-editor (with Paul Kingston) of
States Within States: Incipient Political Entities in the Post-Cold War Era.



