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This book supports the development of academic, personal, and
professional skills for students of Early Childhood Education and Care
(ECEC). It aims to demystify aspects of learning and writing practices
and can be used by students as a practical resource to enhance their
engagement with education and to support their success on their
programmes. The book guides students in a range of areas to help
their academic development including study techniques, time
management, managing groupwork, understanding assessment
requirements, academic writing and how to work effectively within a
digital learning environment. In addition, the book features a strong
personal and professional development dimension which enables
readers to engage in a process of self-inquiry as part of their learning.
This self-inquiry is important to understanding assumptions about
learning and can help students to explore their prior educational
experiences and to identify their particular motivations and challenges.
The book extends this self-inquiry to support the development of
reflective practice which is key to enhancing students' learning and to
enabling the ongoing professional development and practice of the
ECEC educator. While many ECEC undergraduate programmes offer
academic guidance to students, there is a gap for a more embedded
academic support which is discipline specific and therefore more
closely attuned to the needs of the ECEC student and the emerging
needs of the sector. In addition to providing a resource for students
and practitioners, this book can also serve as a useful resource for
lecturers in the ECEC discipline. Its accompanying site contains
downloadable templates from the book which provide a range of
activities and prompts suitable for engaging students in thinking about
their learning and writing about their professional practice. .


