
UNINA99107836663033211. Record Nr.

Titolo A seat at the table [[electronic resource] ] : Huston Smith in
conversation with Native Americans on religious freedom / / edited and
with preface by Phil Cousineau ; with assistance from Gary Rhine

Pubbl/distr/stampa Berkeley, : University of California Press, c2006

ISBN 1-282-36032-9
9786612360329
0-520-94091-1
1-59875-798-9

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (254 p.)

Altri autori (Persone) CousineauPhil
RhineGary

Disciplina 323.44/2/08997073

Soggetti Indians of North America - Religion
Freedom of religion - United States

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Livello bibliografico

Note generali Description based upon print version of record.

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references and index.

Sommario/riassunto

Front matter -- CONTENTS -- ILLUSTRATIONS -- PREFACE -- PREFACE
-- INTRODUCTION THE PRIMAL RELIGIONS -- 1. THE SPIRITUAL
MALAISE IN AMERICA -- 2. FIVE HUNDRED NATIONS WITHIN ONE -- 3.
ECOLOGY AND SPIRITUALITY -- 4. THE HOMELANDS OF RELIGION -- 5.
NATIVE LANGUAGE, NATIVE SPIRITUALITY -- 6. THE TRIUMPH OF THE
NATIVE AMERICAN CHURCH -- 7. THE FIGHT FOR NATIVE AMERICAN
PRISONERS' RIGHTS -- 8. STEALING OUR SPIRIT -- 9. THE FIGHT FOR
MOUNT GRAHAM -- 10. REDEEMING THE FUTURE -- 11. THE HEALING
OF INDIAN COUNTRY -- AFTERWORD -- NOTES -- BIBLIOGRAPHY --
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS -- INDEX
In this collection of illuminating conversations, renowned historian of
world religions Huston Smith invites ten influential American Indian
spiritual and political leaders to talk about their five-hundred-year
struggle for religious freedom. Their intimate, impassioned dialogues
yield profound insights into one of the most striking cases of tragic
irony in history: the country that prides itself on religious freedom has
resolutely denied those same rights to its own indigenous people. With
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remarkable erudition and curiosity-and respectfully framing his
questions in light of the revelation that his discovery of Native
American religion helped him round out his views of the world's
religions-Smith skillfully helps reveal the depth of the speakers'
knowledge and experience. American Indian leaders Vine Deloria, Jr.
(Standing Rock Sioux), Winona LaDuke (Anishshinaabeg), Walter Echo-
Hawk (Pawnee), Frank Dayish, Jr. (Navajo), Charlotte Black Elk (Oglala
Lakota), Douglas George-Kanentiio (Mohawk-Iroquois), Lenny Foster
(Dine/Navajo), Tonya Gonnella Frichner (Onondaga), Anthony Guy
Lopez (Lakota-Sioux), and Oren Lyons (Onondaga) provide an
impressive overview of the critical issues facing the Native American
community today. Their ideas about spirituality, politics, relations with
the U.S. government, their place in American society, and the
continuing vitality of their communities give voice to a population that
is all too often ignored in contemporary discourse. The culture they
describe is not a relic of the past, nor a historical curiosity, but a living
tradition that continues to shape Native American lives.
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Today people all over the globe invoke the concept of culture to make
sense of their world, their social interactions, and themselves. But how
did the culture concept become so ubiquitous? In this ambitious study,
Andrew Sartori closely examines the history of political and intellectual
life in nineteenth- and twentieth-century Bengal to show how the
concept can take on a life of its own in different contexts. Sartori
weaves the narrative of Bengal's embrace of culturalism into a
worldwide history of the concept, from its origins in eighteenth-century
Germany, through its adoption in England in the early 1800s, to its
appearance in distinct local guises across the non-Western world. The
impetus for the concept's dissemination was capitalism, Sartori argues,
as its spread across the globe initiated the need to celebrate the local
and the communal. Therefore, Sartori concludes, the use of the culture
concept in non-Western sites was driven not by slavish imitation of
colonizing powers, but by the same problems that repeatedly followed
the advance of modern capitalism. This remarkable interdisciplinary
study will be of significant interest to historians and anthropologists, as
well as scholars of South Asia and colonialism.
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