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A haunting portrait of France at war On August 1, 1914, war erupted
into the lives of millions of families across France. Most people thought
the conflict would last just a few weeks. Yet before the month was out,
twenty-seven thousand French soldiers died on the single day of
August 22 alone-the worst catastrophe in French military history.
Refugees streamed into France as the German army advanced,
spreading rumors that amplified still more the ordeal of war. Citizens
of enemy countries who were living in France were viciously
scapegoated. Drawing from diaries, personal correspondence, police
reports, and government archives, Bruno Cabanes renders an intimate,
narrative-driven study of the first weeks of World War I in France. Told
from the perspective of ordinary women and men caught in the flood of
mobilization, this revealing book deepens our understanding of the
traumatic impact of war on soldiers and civilians alike.  August 1914
was a finalist for a prestigious French book award, the Prix Fémina for
nonfiction, in 2014.


