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An international perspective -- Affirmative action in India --
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-- The past and the future.

This book moves the discussion of affirmative action beyond the United
States to other countries that have had similar policies, often for a
longer time than Americans have. It also moves the discussion beyond
the theories, principles, and laws that have been so often debated to
the actual empirical consequences of affirmative action in the United
States and in India, Nigeria, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, and other countries.
Both common patterns and national differences are examined. Much of
what emerges from a factual examination of these policies flatly
contradicts much of what was expected and much of what has been
claimed.
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pt. 1. Style and sociolinguistic variation in political discourse -- pt. 2.
Style and sociolinguistic variation in media interaction.

Language acts are acts of identity, and linguistic variation reflects the
multifaceted construction of verbal alternatives for transmitting social
meaning, where style-shifting represents our ability to take up
different social positions due to its potential for linguistic performance,
rhetorical stance-taking and identity projection.Traditional variationist
conceptualizations of style-shifting as a primarily responsive
phenomenon seem unable to account for all stylistic choices. In
contrast, more recent formulations see stylistic variation as initiative,
creative and strategic in personal and
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