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The book begins with a historical review of four major theories for the
origin of the Solar System in particular, or of planets in general, which
highlight the major problems that need to be solved by any plausible
theory. In many theories, including that which form the major theme of
this book, the formation of planets and stars is intimately linked, so

four chapters are devoted to the processes that can be described as the
birth, life and death of stars. Recent observations that have revealed
the existence of planets around many Sun-like stars are described in
detail, followed by a clear exp
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