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Edinburgh University Press will publish two self-contained guides to
reading al-Jahiz that also shed light on his society and its writings. This
first volume, 'In Praise of Books', is devoted to bibliomania and al-
Jahiz's bibliophilia. Volume 2, In Censure of Books, explores Al-Jahiz's
bibliophobia. Al-Jahiz was a bibliomaniac, theologian, and spokesman
for the political and cultural elite, a writer who lived, counselled and
wrote in Iraq during the first century of the 'Abbasid caliphate. He
advised, argued and rubbed shoulders with the major power brokers
and leading religious and intellect


