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Globalizing the Library focuses on the globalization of information and
the library in the period following the Second World War. Providing an
examination of the ideas and aspirations surrounding information and
the library, as well as the actual practices and actions of information
professionals from the United States, Britain, and those working with
organizations such as Unesco to develop library services, this book tells
an important story about international history that also provides insight
into the history of information, globalization, and cultural relations.
Exploring efforts to help build library services and train a cohort of
professional librarians around the globe, the book examines countries
in Asia, Africa, and the Pacific during the period of the Cold War and
decolonization. Using the ideas of 'library diplomacy' and 'library
imperialism' to frame Anglo-American involvement in this work,
Laugesen examines the impact library development work had on
various countries. The book also considers what might have motivated
nations in the global South to use foreign aid to help develop their
library services and information infrastructure. Globalizing the Library
prompts refl ection on the way in which library services are developed
and the way professional knowledge is transferred, while also
illuminating the power structures that have shaped global information
infrastructures. As a result, the book should be essential reading for
academics and students engaged in the study of libraries,
development, and information. It should also be of great interest to
information professionals and information historians who are reflecting
critically on the way information has been transferred, consumed, and
shaped in the modern world.
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