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Building upon his previous work and using Richard Hofstadter's The
American Political Tradition as a model, Professor Moses has revised
and brought together in this book essays that focus on the complexity
of, and contradictions in, the thought of five major African-American
intellectuals: Frederick Douglass, Alexander Crummell, Booker T.
Washington, W. E. B. DuBois and Marcus M. Garvey. In doing so, he
challenges both popular and scholarly conceptions of them as villains
or heroes. In analyzing the intellectual struggles and contradictions of
these five dominant personalities with regard to individual morality and
collective reform, Professor Moses shows how they contributed to
strategies for black improvement and puts them within the context of
other currents of American thought, including Jeffersonian and
Jacksonian democracy, Social Darwinism, and progressivism.
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