
UNINA99104641423033211. Record Nr.

Titolo Australia's many voices : ethnic Englishes, indigenous and migrant
languages : policy and education / / by Gerhard Leitner

Pubbl/distr/stampa Berlin ; ; New York : , : Mouton de Gruyter, , [2004]
©2004

ISBN 3-11-090602-3

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (355 pages) : illustrations, maps

Collana Contributions to the Sociology of Language [CSL] ; ; 90

Disciplina 306.44/6/0994

Soggetti Language and languages - Study and teaching - Australia
Language policy - Australia
Linguistic minorities - Australia
Multilingualism - Australia
Electronic books.

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Edizione [Reprint 2013]

Livello bibliografico

Note generali Bibliographic Level Mode of Issuance: Monograph

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references (pages [285]-318) and indexes.

Sommario/riassunto

Front matter -- Acknowledgements -- Table of Contents -- List of
Illustrations -- Notational Conventions -- Introduction -- Chapter 1:
Australia's non-English language habitats -- Chapter 2: Language
habitats of Indigenous Australians -- Chapter 3: Languages of
Australians of non- Anglophone background -- Chapter 4: Language
politics and education -- Chapter 5: Transforming Australia's
languages habitat -- References -- Name Index -- Subject Index
Australia is host to many languages - English, indigenous, migrant, and
contact. Its multilingualism, the sociopolitical changes that have been
impacting upon them, and its wide-ranging language policy efforts are
well-known. What has been missing so far is a comprehensive,
integrative study of the entire 'habitat' of languages - the contacts and
interactions that have been taking place from the beginning of
colonization to the present day with their linguistic outcomes. This
book and its companion, Australia's Many Voices. Australian English -
The National Language, develop and apply such an approach. The
present book deals with non-mainstream varieties of English,
indigenous, migrant, and contact languages. Based on census and
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other data to 2003, it addresses themes such as language
demographics, language shift, and socio-psychological factors that
bear upon it. Language change is discussed from the angle of the
uprooting of indigenous languages from their original context, of
transplantation, and of contact with English. Pidgins and creoles are
located inside the Pacific context of the nineteenth century. This study
provides an analysis of language and language-education policies to
2003 and connects this theme with the role of Australian English, the
national language. It suggests that Australia's habitat is reaching a new
stage of plurilingual tolerance. The book is of interest for specialists
from a wide range of language and policy disciplines. Its discursive,
non-technical style makes it accessible to non-specialists with no
background in linguistics.
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