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The book teaches engineers many new things about a classical topic
which suddenly is again in the center of interest because of its
relevance for finite element analysis, for the accuracy of computational
methods. It shows that influence functions play a fundamental role in
the finite element analysis of structures and practically all of linear
computational mechanics. It also strives to add new and important
insights into modern structural analysis and into computational
mechanics by establishing the central role of influence functions for the
numerical analysis and to lay a new foundation to the energy and
variational principles.
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