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In 1952, T. Harry Williams wrote the classic study, Lincoln and His
Generals. Half a century later, Craig Symonds will write its necessary
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follow-up, Lincoln and His Admirals - a much-needed history of the
Union navy during the Civil War. Given the wealth of books on the
military history of the Civil War, surprisingly little has been written

about the role of the navy. As Symonds shows, Abraham Lincoln began
his presidency as well as the war with virtually no knowledge of naval
affairs, lacking both exposure and interest given his upbringing in the
Midwest. Despite his inexperience, he quickly
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