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Language is a social construct. It unites the individuals of a given
community through a code that is understood by those who use it,
ranging from street slang to the prescribed usage of grammar by an
elite. This program examines language in a historical context and as a
political tool. Since the advent of the printing press and, most recently,
the Internet, English has become the universal language, replacing
French. This has in turn meant the loss of many languages. Today only
6,000 are still spoken, and it is estimated that by the end of the 21st
century, 90 percent of these will have disappeared.



