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The meeting between America and Europe began a first historical
period that would extend over three centuries, always marked by the
differences between two different ways of understanding the relations
of domination between the two. This tension, constantly present and
expressed in multiple ways, transports us inexorably to a convulsive
beginning of the 19th century. A historical moment marked by the
rupture, in capital letters, associated with the fall of the Old Regime, of
obsolete models of political, economic and social organization, of
archaic ways of thinking and acting. In this context, the disagreement

in America had been made clear for quite some time. The emancipation
processes came to signify, therefore, the confirmation that the
American system was in absolute decline. We believe that the set of
contributions that make up this work -precisely because of its
heterogeneity, because of its different approaches and because it never
abandons the overall perspective- contributes as one more grain of
sand to the debate and discussion about our common history, about
the difficult times that were lived and that never left us.
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"This book is intended as a basic introduction to the topic of structural
dynamics for undergraduate civil and structural engineering students.
Covering single and multiple degree of freedom systems while
providing an introduction to earthquake engineering, this book keeps
the coverage succinct and on topic at a level appropriate for non-
specialist undergraduate and graduate students. Through dozens of
worked examples based on actual structures, it also introduces the
students to NONLIN, a matrix analysis software package"--



