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part I. Cognition -- part Il. Communication -- part Ill. Culture.

Human beings have wondered about the stars since the dawn of the
species. Does life exist out there - intelligent life, even - or are we

alone? The quest for life in the universe touches on fundamental hopes
and fears. It touches on the essence of what it means to formulate a
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theory, grasp a concept, and have an imagination. This book traces the
history of the science of this area and the development of new schools
in philosophy. Its essays seek to establish the history and philosophy of
astrobiology as research fields in their own right by addressing
cognitive, linguistic, epistemological, et
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