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Nota di contenuto Introduction : toxicity, uncertainty, and expertise / Vivien Hamilton and
Brinda Sarathy -- part one. Radiation. X-ray protection in American
hospitals / Vivien Hamilton -- Contested knowledge : the Trinity test
radiation studies / Janet Farrell Brodie -- Crossroads in San Francisco :
the Naval Radiological Defense Laboratory and Its afterlives / Lindsey
Dillon -- Born opaque : investigating the nuclear accident at the Santa
Susana Field Laboratory / William Palmer -- part two. Industrial toxins.
Making way for industrial waste : water pollution control in Southern
California, 1947-1955 / Brinda Sarathy -- Processing the past into your
future : uncovering the hidden consequences of industrial development
in the West Texas petrochemical industry / Sarah Stanford-Mclintyre --
Vast, incredible damage : herbicides and the U.S. Forest Service / James
G. Lewis and Char Miller -- Neighborhood oil drilling and
environmental justice in Los Angeles / Bhavna Shamasunder -- part
three : Community contestation, expanding expertise. Atomic bomb
survivors, medical experts, and the endlessness of radiation iliness /
Naoko Wake -- On sovereignty, deficits, and dump fires : risk
governance in an Arctic "dumpcano" / Alexander Zahara -- Epilogue
containment : discussing nuclear waste with Peter Galison / interview
by Vivien Hamilton and Brinda Sarathy.

Sommario/riassunto Not a day goes by that humans aren't exposed to toxins in our
environment--be it at home, in the car, or workplace. But what about
those toxic places and items that aren't marked? Why are we warned
about some toxic spaces' substances and not others? The essays in
Inevitably Toxic consider the exposure of bodies in the United States,
Canada and Japan to radiation, industrial waste, and pesticides.
Research shows that appeals to uncertainty have led to social inaction
even when evidence, e.g. the link between carbon emissions and global
warming, stares us in the face. In some cases, influential scientists,
engineers and doctors have deliberately "manufactured doubt" and
uncertainty but as the essays in this collection show, there is often no
deliberate deception. We tend to think that if we can't see
contamination and experts deem it safe, then we are okay. Yet, having
knowledge about the uncertainty behind expert claims can awaken us
from a false sense of security and alert us to decisions and practices
that may in fact cause harm.



