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The essence of democracy is popular sovereignty. The people rule. In
the United States, citizens exercise this right through elected officials
who they believe will best represent their own values and interests. But
are those interests and values always being followed? Authors Michael
B. Berkman and Eric Plutzer provide the first systematic examination of
the extent to which the governments closest to the American publicuits
10,000-plus local school boardsurespond to the wishes of the majority.
Ten Thousand Democracies begins with a look at educational reforms
from the Progressive era in the l
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