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Articular cartilage is a unique and highly specialized avascular
connective tissue in which the availability of oxygen and glucose is
significantly lower than synovial fluid and plasma. Glucose is an
essential source of energy during embryonic growth and fetal
development and is vital for mesenchymal cell differentiation,
chondrogenesis and skeletal morphogenesis. Glucose is an important
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metabolic fuel for differentiated chondrocytes during post-natal
development and in adult articular cartilage and is a common structural
precursor for the synthesis of extracellular matrix glycosaminoglycans.
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Charles Taylor’s monumental book A Secular Age has been extensively
discussed, criticized, and worked on. This volume, by contrast,
explores ways of working with Taylor’s book, especially its potentials
and limits for individual research projects. Due to its wide reception, it
has initiated a truly interdisciplinary object of study; with essays drawn
from various research fields, this volume fosters substantial
conversation across disciplines.
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