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Preliminary Materials / M.M. Bravmann -- Chapter One. The Spiritual
Background Of Early Islam And The History Of Its Principal Concepts /
M.M. Bravmann -- Chapter Two. Heroic Motives In Early Arabic
Literature / M.M. Bravmann -- Chapter Three. Sunnah And Related
Concepts / M.M. Bravmann -- Chapter Four - The Ancient Arab
Background Of The Qur’nic Concept Al-izyatu ‘an Yadin / M.M.
Bravmann -- Chapter Five. Bay’Ah 'Homage\': A Proto-Arab (South-
Semitic) Concept / M.M. Bravmann -- Chapter Six. The Original
Meaning Of Arabic Wazir / M.M. Bravmann -- Chapter Seven - Allh’'s
Liberty To Punish Or To Forgive / M.M. Bravmann -- Chapter Eight.
\'The Surplus Of Property\": An Early Arab Social Concept/ M.M.
Bravmann -- Chapter Nine. The Return Of The Hero: An Early Arab
Motif / M.M. Bravmann -- Chapter Ten. \'Life After Death\' In Early
Arab Conception / M.M. Bravmann -- Chapter Eleven. The Hunger Of
The Bedouin / M.M. Bravmann -- Chapter Twelve - Equality Of Birth Of
Husband And Wife(Kaf'ah), An Early Arab Principle / M.M. Bravmann --
Chapter Thirteen. The State Archives In The Early Islamic Era / M.M.
Bravmann -- Chapter Fourteen. The Community’s Participation In The
Punishment Of Crime In Early Arab Society / M.M. Bravmann -- Index
Of Arabic Terms / M.M. Bravmann.

In a series of essays devoted to key terms and ideas in Islam, Bravmann
argues on the basis of pre-Islamic and early Islamic texts for an

Arabian background to the rise of the religion. In pursuing a through
philological examination of the evidence, Bravmann finds core values
and ideas of Islam deeply embedded in ancient Arab linguistic
expression. His work continues to provide a critical element in the
debates about the emergence of Islam and cannot be ignored by
anyone trying to assess the complex historiographical problems that
surround the issue.



