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On 10 and 11 May 2006 the international conference on the theme
“River, landscape and land conservation. Overcoming emergencies and
grasping opportunities” was held in the main lecture hall of Florence
University. The initiative was promoted and organised by the PhD
course in Landscape Design — Professor Giulio G. Rizzo, Dr. Michele
Ercolini — and by the Master degree course in Landscaping — Professor
Guido Ferrara — of the University of Florence. The majority of the
addresses presented during the two days of work, and included in this
book, were characterised by the cultural and scientific input of the
initiative, in other words the attempt to transform a “system of
demands” (hamely the requirements of land conservation) into a
“system of opportunities” for the design of new landscapes.

Nei giorni 10 e 11 maggio 2006 si & tenuto a Firenze, presso |'Aula
Magna del Rettorato, il Convegno internazionale sul tema "Fiume,
paesaggio, difesa del suolo. Superare le emergenze, cogliere le
opportunita”. L'input culturale e scientifico di tale iniziativa (promossa
ed organizzata dal Dottorato di Ricerca in Progettazione Paesistica —
prof. Giulio G. Rizzo, dott. Michele Ercolini — e dal Master in
Paesaggistica — prof. Guido Ferrara — dell'Universita degli Studi di
Firenze), vale a dire il tentativo di trasformare un "sistema di esigenze
(riconducibile a necessita di difesa del suolo) in un "sistema di
opportunita” per la progettazione di "nuovi paesaggi”, ha
contraddistinto la maggior parte delle relazioni presentate nelle due
giornate di lavoro ed inserite nel presente volume.
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Grounded in intimate moments of family life in and out of hospitals,

this book explores the hope that inspires us to try to create lives worth
living, even when no cure is in sight. The Paradox of Hope focuses on a
group of African American families in a multicultural urban

environment, many of them poor and all of them with children who

have been diagnosed with serious chronic medical conditions. Cheryl
Mattingly proposes a narrative phenomenology of practice as she



explores case stories in this highly readable study. Depicting the
multicultural urban hospital as a border zone where race, class, and
chronic disease intersect, this theoretically innovative study illuminates
communities of care that span both clinic and family and shows how
hope is created as an everyday reality amid trying circumstances.



