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By Steppe, Desert, and Ocean is nothing less than the story of how
humans first started building the globalized world we know today. Set
on a huge continental stage, from Europe to China, it is a tale covering
over 10,000 years, from the origins of farming around 9000 BC to the
expansion of the Mongols in the thirteenth century AD. An
unashamedly 'big history', it charts the development of European, Near
Eastern, and Chinese civilizations and the growing links between them
by way of the Indian Ocean, the silk Roads, and the great steppe
corridor (which crucially allowed horse riders to travel


