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collection of Rieber’s lifetime of work, focusing on three interconnected
themes of this time period: the role of reform in the process of state
building, the interaction of state and social movements, and alternative
visions of economic development. This volume contains Rieber’s
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for reflection on this topic. Rieber argues that Russia’s style of
autocratic governance not only reflected the personalities of the rulers
but also the challenges of overcoming economic backwardness in a
society lacking common citizenship and a cohesive ruling class. The
Imperial Russian Project reveals how during the nineteenth century the
tsar was obliged to operate within a changing and more complex world,
reducing his options and restricting his freedom of action.
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