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In 1951 Gaines Post was a gangly, bespectacled, introspective teenager
preparing to spend a year in Paris with his professorial father and older
brother; his mother, who suffered from extreme depression, had been
absent from the family for some time. Ten years later, now less gangly
but no less introspective, he was finishing a two-year stint in the army
in West Germany and heading toward Oxford on a Rhodes scholarship,
having narrowly escaped combat in the Berlin crisis of 1961. His quietly
intense coming-of-age story is both self-revealing and reflective of an
entire generation of young men
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