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mortem surgery and the retention of body parts in18th- and 19th-
century Britain

This volume grew out of an interdisciplinary discussion held in the
context of the Leverhulme-funded project 'Changing Beliefs in the
Human Body', through which the image of the body in pieces soon
emerged as a potent site of attitudes about the body and associated
practices in many periods. Archaeologists routinely encounter parts of
human and animal bodies in their excavations. Such fragmentary
evidence has often been created through accidental damage and the
passage of time - nevertheless, it can also signify a deliberate and
meaningful act of fragmentation. As a fragment, a part may acquir
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