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In a relatively brief but masterful recounting, Professor Ulf Lagerkvist
traces the origins and seminal developments in the field of chemistry,
highlighting the discoveries and personalities of the individuals who
transformed the ancient myths of the Greeks, the musings of the
alchemists, the mystique of phlogiston into the realities and the laws
governing the properties and behavior of the elements; in short, how
chemistry became a true science. A centerpiece of this historical
journey was the triumph by Dmitri Mendeleev who conceived the
Periodic Law of the Elements, the relation between the
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