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This book attempts to develop a novel way of conceptualizing
regionalism under hyper-globalization. Until recently, regionalism has
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been often framed in terms of economic interdependence and security
connectivity in which sovereign states are the key navigators within the
liberal world order. Under hyper-globalization in the third millennium,
hyper-globalization forces us to capture global politics at two more
levels of measurement at the state level and both there below and there
above. First, how 29 Asian sovereign states join multilateral treaty
participation to develop their global quasi-legislative types and how
citizens' satisfaction with quality of life in 29 civil societies shapes their
societal types. Second, relating these two features above and below
sovereign states, the book attempts to measure the features and
speculate on the futures of four Asian regionalisms (Central Asia, South
Asia, Southeast Asia and East Asia) and their prospect of the
demographically largest continent called Asia in the twenty-first
century. Regionalism is measured by the proclivity of 600 multilateral
treaty participation in terms of speed (cautious versus agile), angle
(global commons versus individual interests) and strategy (aspirational
bonding versus mutual binding), whereas quality of life is measured by
citizens' satisfaction with 16 domains, aspects and styles of individual
daily life in terms of survival (or materialism), social relations (post-
materialism) and public policy preponderance. The book opens an
innovative vista to better understand tumultuous global politics. This
ambitious volume leverages original survey data on citizen satisfaction
and country-level data on treaty accessions to characterize the
trajectories of countries in four regions of Asia as they adapt -- or fail
to adapt -- to the challenges of globalization in the 21st century and
beyond. Readers will learn much about politics from the basic level of
the individual citizen to the most comprehensive level of the global
system - and about the interactions of politics at all levels. -- Andrew
J. Nathan, Class of 1919 Professor of Political Science, Columbia
University A wonderful attempt to link a country’s domestic
development and its adaptation to the global politics. It is truly eye-
opening and the findings are likely to significantly shape our
understanding of life and global politics. -- Zhengxu Wang, Ph.D.
Distinguished Professor, Department of Political Science, Fudan
University.


