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Sommario/riassunto What motivates states to commit to international human rights treaties
remains a much-debated question in political and legal science. Many
tentative explanations for the observed variation in signature and
ratification patterns have been proposed. Some are based on the
content of the treaties (the substance of the protected rights and the
control mechanism), some focus on the characteristics of the states
making a commitment, while others are tied to external factors (having
originated either from pressure from the international community or
within the domestic political system). Empirical evidence supporting the
proposed hypotheses remains nevertheless rather scarce, and overall
knowledge about the reasons for signing and ratifying treaties is
inconclusive. We aim to contribute to this scholarly discussion by
providing a new and thorough examination of the commitment practice
in two post-communist countries – the Czech Republic and Slovakia –
and in their non-democratic and transitioning predecessors. While both
countries have experienced very similar international development
propelled by the same international incentives and constraints, their
internal political experiences differ significantly.
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Computerscientistscreatemodelsofaperceivedreality.
ThroughAItechniques, these models aim at providing the basic support
for emulating cognitive - havior such as reasoning and learning, which
is one of the main goals of the AI research e?ort. Such computer
models are formed through the interaction of various acquisition and
inference mechanisms: perception, concept learning, conceptual
clustering, hypothesis testing, probabilistic inference, etc., and are
represented using di?erent paradigms tightly linked to the processes
that use them. Among these paradigms let us cite: biological models
(neural nets, genetic programming), logic-based models (?rst-order
logic, modal logic, rule-based s- tems), virtual reality models (object
systems, agent systems), probabilistic m- els(Bayesiannets,fuzzylogic),
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linguisticmodels(conceptualdependencygraphs, language-based
representations), etc. OneofthestrengthsoftheConceptualGraph(CG)
theoryisitsversatilityin terms of the representation paradigms under
which it falls. It can be viewed and therefore used, under di?erent
representation paradigms, which makes it a p- ular choice for a wealth
of applications. Its full coupling with di?erent cognitive processes lead
to the opening of the ?eld toward related research communities such as
the Description Logic, Formal Concept Analysis, and Computational
Linguistic communities. We now see more and more research results
from one community enrich the other, laying the foundations of
common philosophical grounds from which a successful synergy can
emerge.


