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In April 1917, black Americans reacted in various ways to the entry of
the United States into World War I in the name of "Democracy." Some
expressed loud support, many were indifferent, and others voiced
outright opposition. All were agreed, however, that the best place to
start guaranteeing freedom was at home. Almost immediately, rumors
spread across the nation that German agents were engaged in "Negro
Subversion" and that African Americans were potentially disloyal.
Despite mounting a constant watch on black civilians, their
newspapers, and their organizations, the domestic intelligence agents
of the federal government failed to detect any black traitors or
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saboteurs. They did, however, find vigorous demands for equal rights
to be granted and for the 30-year epidemic of lynching in the South to
be eradicated.
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A study of three Black Power narratives as instruments for radical social
change Angela Davis, Assata Shakur (a.k.a. JoAnne Chesimard), and
Elaine Brown are the only women activists of the Black Power movement
who have published book-length autobiographies. In bearing witness
to that era, these militant newsmakers wrote in part to educate and to
mobilize their anticipated readers. In this way, Davis's Angela Davis: An
Autobiography (1974), Shakur's Assata (1987), and Brown's A Taste of
Power: A Black Woman's Story (1992) can all be read as extensions of
the writers' political activism during...
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