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comes a general introduction to the study of dinosaurs for non-
specialists, designed to excite readers about science by using the ever-
popular animals - the dinosaurs - to illustrate and discuss geology,
natural history and evolution. While it focuses on dinosaurs, it also uses
them to convey other aspects of the natural sciences, including
fundamental concepts in evolutionary biology, physiology, life history,
and systematics. Considerable attention is devoted the nature of
science itself: what it is, what it is not, and how science can be used to
investigate particular kinds of questions. Dinosaurs is unique because
it fills a gap between the glossy, fact-driven dinosaur books for
younger readers, and the higher-level academic books, addressing the
palaeontology of dinosaurs exactly as professionals in the field do.
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We have restricted the scope of this tutorial book to the study of
fundamentals and practical use of such popular and efficient atomic
absorption techniques. An up-to-date account of AAS fundamentals,
instrumentation, special techniques, and elemental analysis
applications is provided here. To do so, the atomic absorption
experiment and the photophysical law governing such photon
absorption processes are revised first. Then, the main components or
units, that, when adequately assembled, constitute an AAS instrument,
are described in detail to set the foundations of modern spectrometers
for AAS measurements.



