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Americans Without Law shows how the racial boundaries of civic life are
based on widespread perceptions about the relative capacity of
minority groups for legal behavior, which Mark S. Weiner calls “juridical
racialism.” The book follows the history of this civic discourse by
examining the legal status of four minority groups in four successive
historical periods: American Indians in the 1880s, Filipinos after the
Spanish-American War, Japanese immigrants in the 1920s, and African
Americans in the 1940s and 1950s.Weiner reveals the significance of
juridical racialism for each group and, in turn, Americans as a whole by
examining the work of anthropological social scientists who developed
distinctive ways of understanding racial and legal identity, and through
decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court that put these ethno-legal views
into practice. Combining history, anthropology, and legal analysis, the
book argues that the story of juridical racialism shows how race and
citizenship served as a nexus for the professionalization of the social
sciences, the growth of national state power, economic modernization,
and modern practices of the self.


