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The building of religious structures represents a rare opportunity for
the architect to concentrate on the creation of volume, space, and form.
Sacred architecture is far less determined than other building tasks by
functional requirements, norms, and standards. As a rule, it is free to
unfold as pure architecture. Thus in design terms this building task
offers enormous freedoms to the architect. At the same time, however,
the special atmospherics of sacred spaces call, on the part of the
architect, for a highly sensitive treatment of religion and the relevant
cultural and architectural traditions. In a systematic section, this
volume introduces the design, technical, and planning fundamentals of
building churches, synagogues, and mosques. In its project section, it
also presents about seventy realized structures from the last three
decades. Drawing upon his in-depth knowledge of the subject and his
many years of publishing experience, the author offers a valuable
analysis of the conceptual and formal aspects that combine to create
the religious impact of spaces (e.g., the ground plan, the shapes of the
spaces, the incidence of light, and materiality).
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The salon was of particular importance in mid- to late-seventeenth-
century France, enabling aristocratic women to develop a philosophical
culture that simultaneously reflected and opposed the dominant male
philosophy. In The Suspicion of Virtue, John J. Conley, S. J., explores the
moral philosophies developed by five women authors of that milieu:
Madame de Sablé, Madame Deshoulières, Madame de la Sabliére, Mlle
de la Vallière, and Madame de Maintenon. Through biography,
extensive translation, commentary, and critical analysis, The Suspicion
of Virtue presents the work of women who participated in the
philosophical debates of the early modern period but who have been
largely erased from the standard history of philosophy. Conley
examines the various literary genres (maxim, ode, dialogue) in which
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these authors presented their moral theory. He also unveils the
philosophical complexity of the arguments presented by these women
and of the salon culture that nurtured their preoccupations. Their
pointed critiques of virtue as a mask of vice, Conley asserts, are
relevant to current controversy over the revival of virtue theory by
contemporary ethicians.


