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Introduction: The varieties of efficiency -- Static and dynamic
efficiency: the waterwheels of Smeaton and the Franklin Institute -- The
effects of control: Gerard-Joseph Christian and perfected machines --
Economy of nature: Darwin, Marshall, and the costs of efficiency --
Balance and transformation: technical and popular efficiency in the
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Six historical case studies--two from Britain, one each from France and
Germany, and two from the United States--illustrate the concept's
fascinating development and provide context for the meanings of, and
uses for, efficiency today and in the future.



