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En bonne théologie chrétienne, les conciles sont censés étre « inspirés
» 0U « assistés » par le Saint-Esprit, mais force est de constater que
leurs annales sont pleines de conflits, coups de théatre, manceuvres,
aussi bien dans la conduite des assemblées que la rédaction des
documents qui en sont issus. Vues de prés, les opérations du Saint-
Esprit paraissent bien humaines. Cet ouvrage étudie, dans la longue
durée et a des échelles différentes, les ressorts historiques de cette «
dramatique conciliaire ». Comment comprendre que les acteurs des
conciles aient pu étre a la fois des tacticiens rompus aux usages de la
mécanique des assemblées et des croyants sinceres, convaincus que le
Saint-Esprit pilotait en sous-main les opérations et que ce combat en
apparence politique était en réalité spirituel ? Qu'est-ce que ces
convictions nous disent de la nature de ces assemblées si particuliéres
gue sont les conciles ? According to Christian theology, the councils
are supposed to be “inspired” or “assisted” by the Holy Spirit, but it is
clear that their annals are full of conflicts, dramatic turn of events,
maneuvers, as well in the conduct of assemblies as in the writing of
records.
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1. Introduction -- 2. A Critical Geopolitics of International Relations: A
Theoretical Derivation -- 3. Iranian Geopolitical Imaginations: A Critical
Account -- 4. The Islamic Republic of Iran: State-Society Complex and
the Political Elite's Political and Geopolitical Culture -- 5. Foreign-Policy
Schools of Thought and Debates in the IRI -- 6. Iran's International
Relations in the Face of U.S. Imperial Hubris: From "9/11" to the Iraq
War -- 7. Iran's International Relations in the Face of Imperial
Interpolarity: The "Look to the East” Policy and Multifaceted Impact of
Sanctions -- 8. Conclusions. .

This book critically develops and discusses Iran's geopolitical
imaginations and explores its various foreign-policy schools of thought
and their controversies. Accounting for both domestic and the
international balance of power, the book theorizes the post-unipolar
world order of the 2000s, dubbed "imperial interpolarity", examines
Iran's relations with non-Western great-powers in that era, and offers a



critique of the "Rouhani doctrine” and its economic and foreign-policy
visions. Ali Fathollah-Nejad is Senior Lecturer in Middle East and
Comparative Politics at the University of Tubingen's Institute of Political
Science, where he is also Coordinator of the joint Master's program
with the American University in Cairo (AUC). He is also a Nonresident
Fellow at the Brookings Institution's Center for Middle East Policy
(CMEP), following his Visiting Fellowship at the Brookings Doha Center.
He holds a PhD in International Relations from the Department of
Development Studies at SOAS (School of Oriental and African Studies,
University of London) and was a post-doctoral Associate with the
Harvard Kennedy School's Iran Project.



