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Sugarcane enjoys a prominent position among agro-industrial crops
and is commercially grown in 115 tropical and subtropical countries
around the world. However, fluctuations in sugar prices have forced the
sugarcane industry worldwide to broaden its revenue base by moving
from single-commodity manufacturing to a range of value-added
products. Utilizing the by-products in an innovative manner to create
value-added products is the new course of action for sugar-producing
countries. For many years sugarcane was regarded as a single-product
crop, i.e., only useful for producing sugar. Its actual potential is now
increasingly being recognised by the industry and there is a growing
trend toward the manufacturing of allied products from sugarcane.
Therefore, the focus is now on the establishment of sugar-agro-
industry complexes, processing not just sugar but a range of other
products. This book provides a comprehensive overview of sugarcane
not only as a sourceof sweetening agents but also for many other uses,
including as a source of bio-energy. It also explores the trend of sugar
consumption and suggests practices to curb the consumption of sugar
products in order to tackle obesity and reduce public health costs. The
book underscores the need to diversify sugarcane and highlights
means of doing so, while also addressing various innovations and
technologies being developed in connection with sugar, sugar
derivatives, and sugar industry by-products for sustainable utilization
in the sugar-agro industry. Accordingly, it offers a valuable resource
for professionals and R&D units in the sugar industry, and for students
of agronomy and related fields. .
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I write because I am concerned that I and my agricultural colleagues
have avoided addressing the moral dimension of the environmental and
social problems we have contributed to. I hope for an exchange of
ideas about agriculture's moral dilemmas. I encourage my readers to
engage in a collective conversation about the dilemmas and avoid
remaining in what Merton calls "the collective arrogance and despair of
his own herd." If those engaged in agriculture continue to ignore and
fail to realize our common difficulties they will be addressed and
resolved by societal pressure and political action, which may not yield
the resolution we favor. The book's goal is not to resolve the moral
dilemmas raised. It is to raise them and encourage thought and
discussion. It will ask but not answer why nearly all involved in
agriculture have not addressed the moral concerns voiced by the
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general public. The agricultural enterprise is committed to the benefits
and future success of the present, very productive, chemical, capital,
and energy intensive system, which is, in the minds of many, not
sustainable. The internal justification invokes the moral claim that they
feed the world's population. The question remains whether or not the
prevailing moral justification of feeding the world is adequate given all
the issues modern, developed country agriculture faces: pesticides in
soil, water, and food, cruelty to animals, Biotech/GMO's, corporate
agriculture, pollution by animal factory waste, exploitation of and
cruelty to migrant labor.


