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Based on his background, education, training, and the information
available at the time of his attack, Lieutenant Colonel George
Armstrong Custer made good decisions as he lead the 7th Cavalry in its
defeat at the Little Bighorn.Custer received the standard pre-
commissioning education that West Point used to mold all future Army
leaders. That education served him well in the Civil War where he
enjoyed tactical success and a meteoric rise to fame and high rank.
Following that conventional conflict, Custer entered into world of
irregular warfare and voluntary forces. His defeat at the Little Bighorn
ended 10 years of development as an unconventional warrior. Despite
the common perception that his decisions invited disaster, by using the
current Military Decision Making Process, and the intelligence available
to him professionals of today can recreate the command decisions he



made that day in June 1876 and possibly conclude that they were not to
blame for the defeat.Custer's military decisions are very similar to those
a current leader would make using current military decision making
doctrine.



