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Illustrated with 14 photos of the Author and the Aircraft he flew.
Gentile was born in Piqua, Ohio. After a fascination with flying as a
child, his father provided him with his own plane, an Aerosport Biplane.
He managed to log over 300 hours flying time by July 1941, when he
attempted to join the Army Air Force. The U.S. military required two
years of college for its pilots, which Gentile did not have, so he enlisted
in the Royal Canadian Air Force and was posted to the UK in 1941.
Gentile flew the Supermarine Spitfire Mark V with No. 133 Squadron,
one of the famed "Eagle Squadron" during 1942. His first kills (a Ju 88
and Fw 190) were on August 1, 1942, during Operation Jubilee. In
September 1942, the Eagle squadrons transferred to the USAAF,
becoming the 4th Fighter Group. Gentile became a flight commander in
September 1943, now flying the P-47 Thunderbolt. Having been
Spitfire pilots, Gentile and the other pilots of the 4th were displeased
when they transitioned to the heavy P-47. By late 1943, Group
Commander Col. Don Blakeslee pushed for re-equipment with the
lighter, more maneuverable P-51 Mustang. Conversion to the P-51B at
the end of February 1944 allowed Gentile to build a tally of 15.5
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additional aircraft destroyed between March 3 and April 8, 1944. After
downing 3 planes on April 8, he was the top scoring 8th Air Force ace
when he crashed his personal P-51, named "Shangri La", on April 13,
1944 while stunting over the 4th FG's airfield at Debden for a group of
assembled press reporters and movie cameras. Blakeslee immediately
grounded Gentile as a result, and he was sent back to the US for a tour
selling war bonds. In 1944, Gentile co-wrote with well-known war
correspondent Ira Wolfert One Man Air Force, an autobiography and
account of his combat missions.


