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Three paradoxes surround the division of the costs of social
reproduction:* Women have entered the paid labour force in growing
numbers, but they continue to perform most of the unpaid labour of
housework and childcare.* Birth rates have fallen but more and more
mothers are supporting children on their own, with little or no
assistance from fathers.* The growth of state spending is often blamed
on malfunctioning markets, or runaway bureaucracies. But a large
percentage of social spending provides substitutes for income transfers
that once took place within families.Who Pays
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