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Language is always generated and interpreted in a certain context, and
the semantic, syntactic, and lexical properties of linguistic expressions
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reflect this. Interactive language understanding systems, such as
language-based dialogue systems, therefore have to apply contextual
information to interpret their inputs and to generate appropriate
outputs, but are in practice very poor at this. This book contains a
number of studies in Computational Pragmatics, the newly emerging
field of study of how contextual information can be effectively brought
to bear in language understanding and generation


