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"Far from simply being a centre of military and economic activity, the
Ottoman Empire represented a vivid and flourishing cultural realm. The
artefacts and objects that remain from all corners of this vast empire
illustrate the real and everyday concerns of its subjects and elites and,
with this in mind, Suraiya Faroqhi, one of the most distinguished
Ottomanists of her generation, has selected 40 of the most revealing,
surprising and striking.Each image - reproduced in full colour - is
deftly linked to the latest historiography, and the social, political and
economic implications of her selections are never forgotten. In
Faroqhi's hands, the objects become ways to learn more about trade,
gender and socio-political status and open an enticing window onto
the variety and colour of everyday life, from the Sultan's court, to the
peasantry and slavery. Amongst its faiences and etchings and its sofras
and carpets, A Cultural History of the Ottomans is essential reading for
all those interested in the Ottoman Empire and its material culture.
Faroqhi here provides the definitive insight into the luxuriant and
varied artefacts of Ottoman world."--Bloomsbury Publishing.
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Radio astronomy is a mystery to the majority of amateur astronomers,
yet it is the best subject to turn to when desirous of an
expanded knowledge of the sky. This guide intends to instruct
complete newcomers to radio astronomy, and provides help for the
first steps on the road towards the study of this fascinating subject.  In
addition to a history of the science behind the pursuit, directions are
included for four easy-to-build projects, based around long-term
NASA and Stanford Solar Center projects. The first three projects
constitute self-contained units available as kits, so there is no need to
hunt around for parts. The fourth – more advanced – project
encourages readers to do their own research and track down items.
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Getting Started in Radio Astronomy provides an overall introduction to
listening in on the radio spectrum. With details of equipment that really
works, a list of suppliers, lists of online help forums, and written by
someone who has actually built and operated the tools described, this
book contains everything the newcomer to radio astronomy needs to
get going.


