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This gracefully written and well thought-out study deals with a
neglected collection of poems by Spenser, which was issued in 1591 at
the height of his career. While there has been a good deal written in
recent years on two of the poems in the collection, 'Mother Hubberd's
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Tale' and 'Muiopotmos', Brown innovatively addresses the collection in
its entirety. He urges us to see it as a planned whole with a consistent
design on the reader: he fully acknowledges, and even brings out
further, the heterogeneity of the collection, but he examines it
nevertheless as a sustained reflection on the nature
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